itary service member or military spouse holds an active pharmacy tech-
nician registration that the military service member or military speuse's
registration is in good standing:]

(2) A military service member or military spouse apply-
ing for an interim registration under this subsection may not engage in
pharmacy technician duties in this state until issued an interim phar-
macy technician registration.[;]

(3) For a military service member or military spouse ap-
plying for an interim registration under this subsection, the board shall:
[may held an interim pharmaey technieian registration only for the pe-
riod during which the military service member or military service mem-
ber to whom the military spouse is married is stationed at a military
installation in this state; but net to exceed three years from the date of
issuanee of the interim registration; and]

(A) determine whether the state in which the applicant
is registered issues registrations similar in scope of practice to a phar-
macy technician registration issued by the board; and

(B) notify the applicant that:

(i) the board is issuing the interim registration;

(i) the application is incomplete; or

(iii) _the board is unable to issue the interim registra-
tion because a pharmacy technician registration issued by the board is
not similar in scope of practice to the applicant's registration.

(4) A military service member or military spouse may en-
gage in pharmacy technician duties under an interim registration issued
under this subsection only for the period during which the military ser-
vice member or, with respect to a military spouse, the military service
member to whom the spouse is married is stationed at a military in-
stallation in this state [may net renew the interim pharmaey technician
registration].

() Relationship to federal law. This [Subsection (e) of this]
section establishes requirements and procedures authorized or required
by Texas Occupations Code, Chapter 55, and does not modify or alter
rights that may be provided under federal law.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12,

2025.

TRD-202503253

Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D.

Executive Director

Texas State Board of Pharmacy

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025
For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084
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TITLE 25. HEALTH SERVICES

PART 1. DEPARTMENT OF STATE
HEALTH SERVICES

CHAPTER 229. FOOD AND DRUG

SUBCHAPTER II. WARNING LABEL
REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD

25 TAC §§229.1001 - 229.1005

The executive commissioner of the Texas Health and Human
Services Commission (HHSC), on behalf of the Department of
State Health Services (DSHS), proposes new Subchapter I,
§§229.1001 - 229.1005, concerning Warning Label Require-
ments for Food.

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The proposal is necessary to comply with Senate Bill (S.B.) 25,
89th Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which amends Health
and Safety Code (HSC) Chapter 431, Subchapter D by adding
§8§431.0815, 431.0816, and 431.0817.

Section 431.0815 requires any food manufacturer offering food
for human consumption for sale in Texas to include a warning la-
bel if the food contains certain ingredients outlined in the statute.
A food manufacturer or a food retailer, who is provided content
information by the manufacturer, must disclose all required la-
beling information to the consumer if the product is offered for
sale in Texas on the manufacturer's or retailer's website. The
warning label requirements apply only to food labels developed
or copyrighted on or after January 1, 2027. The warning label
requirements do not apply to food not offered for human con-
sumption; food labeled, prepared, served, or sold in a restaurant
or retail food establishment; a drug or dietary supplement; or
products regulated by the United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA), Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS), or la-
beled with a governmental warning with a recommendation from
the Surgeon General of the United States Public Health Service
(USPHS).

S.B. 25 provides specific language for the required warning la-
bel and includes font size, placement, and contrast requirements
when the warning label is placed on a food label. S.B. 25 in-
cludes exceptions to the warning label requirement for certain
ingredients as outlined in HSC §431.0817.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY

Proposed new Subchapter Il, Warning Label Requirements for
Food, adds a new subchapter in Chapter 229 for rules related to
warning label requirements for food as listed below.

Proposed new §229.1001 describes the purpose of the rule, es-
tablishes the scope of the rule, and provides for the adoption of
federal regulations.

Proposed new §229.1002 provides terms and definitions used
throughout the subchapter.

Proposed new §229.1003 establishes exemptions for certain in-
gredients; foods produced in a restaurant or retail food estab-
lishment; products regulated by the United States Department
of Agriculture (USDA) or Food Safety and Inspection Service
(FSIS), or labeled with a governmental warning with a recom-
mendation from the surgeon general of the United States Public
Health Service (USPHS); drugs; dietary supplements; a pesti-
cide chemical, soil or plant nutrient, or other agricultural chem-
ical used in the production, storage, or transportation of a raw
agricultural commodity; and exemptions related to a specific in-
gredient for food and color additive in HSC §431.0815.

Proposed new §229.1004 lists food ingredients that require a
warning label and warning label requirements.
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Proposed new §229.1005 establishes criminal, civil, administra-
tive penalties, and other enforcement actions, for violations to
rules in subchapter Il.

FISCAL NOTE

Christy Havel Burton, Chief Financial Officer, has determined for
each year of the first five years that the rules will be in effect,
there will be an estimated additional cost to state government
as a result of enforcing and administering the rules as proposed.
Enforcing or administering the rules does not have foreseeable
implications relating to costs or revenues of local government.

The effect on state government for each year of the first five
years the proposed rules are in effect is an estimated cost of
$2,500,000 in fiscal year (FY) 2026; $2,500,000 in FY 2027;
$2,500,000 in FY 2028; $2,500,000 in FY 2029; and $2,500,000
in FY 2030.

GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT STATEMENT

DSHS has determined that during the first five years that the
rules will be in effect:

(1) the proposed rules will not create or eliminate a government
program;

(2) implementation of the proposed rules will create new DSHS
employee positions;

(3) implementation of the proposed rules will result in no as-
sumed change in future legislative appropriations;

(4) the proposed rules will not affect fees paid to DSHS;
(5) the proposed rules will create a new regulation;
(6) the proposed rules will expand existing regulations;

(7) the proposed rules will not change the number of individuals
subject to the rules; and

(8) the proposed rules will not affect the state's economy.

SMALL BUSINESS, MICRO-BUSINESS, AND RURAL COM-
MUNITY IMPACT ANALYSIS

Christy Havel Burton has also determined there will be an ad-
verse economic effect on small businesses or micro-businesses,
or rural communities.

DSHS estimates the number of small businesses subject to the
proposed rules is 11,466. The projected economic impact for a
small business is based on current licensed food manufactur-
ers with DSHS. This estimate excludes manufacturers that are
licensed and have gross annual sales greater than $10 million.

Costs to businesses will only occur if labels are developed or
copyrighted on or after January 1, 2027. If labels are never
changed, businesses are not required to comply. A business
may choose not to continue using any of the listed ingredients;
this would not incur any additional costs for the business.

LOCAL EMPLOYMENT IMPACT
The proposed rules will not affect a local economy.
COSTS TO REGULATED PERSONS

Texas Government Code §2001.0045 does not apply to these
rules because the rules are necessary to implement legislation
that does not specifically state that §2001.0045 applies to the
rules.

PUBLIC BENEFIT AND COSTS

Timothy Stevenson, DVM, Ph.D., Deputy Commissioner, Con-
sumer Protection Division, has determined that for each year of
the first five years the rules are in effect, the public benefit will
include increased awareness of food consumption by requiring
a warning label on food containing specific ingredients. This will
assist consumers in making informed decisions on food products
to purchase or consume.

Christy Havel Burton has also determined that for the first five
years the rules are in effect, persons who are required to com-
ply with the proposed rules may incur economic costs for label
development. The actual costs are unknown.

TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT

DSHS has determined that the proposal does not restrict or limit
an owner's right to the owner's property that would otherwise ex-
ist in the absence of government action and, therefore, does not
constitute a taking under Texas Government Code §2007.043.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Written comments on the proposal, including information related
to the cost, benefit, or effect of the proposed rule, as well as
any applicable data, research, or analysis, may be submitted
to the Rules Coordination Office, P.O. Box 13247, Mail Code
4102, Austin, Texas 78711-3247, or street address 4601 West
Guadalupe Street, Austin, Texas 78751; or emailed to HHSRule-
sCoordinationOffice@hhs.texas.gov.

To be considered, comments must be submitted no later than
31 days after the date of this issue of the Texas Register. Com-
ments must be (1) postmarked or shipped before the last day of
the comment period; (2) hand-delivered before 5:00 p.m. on the
last working day of the comment period; or (3) emailed before
midnight on the last day of the comment period. If the last day
to submit comments falls on a holiday, comments must be post-
marked, shipped, or emailed before midnight on the following
business day to be accepted. When emailing comments, please
indicate "Comments on Proposed Rule 25R043" in the subject
line.

STATUTORY AUTHORITY

The new sections are authorized by Texas Government Code
§524.0151 and Texas Health and Safety Code §1001.075, which
authorize the executive commissioner of HHSC to adopt rules
and policies for the operation and provision of health and human
services by DSHS and for the administration of Texas Health
and Safety Code §431.0815 and §431.241, and Texas Health
and Safety Code Chapter 1001.

The new sections implement Texas Government Code
§524.0151 and Texas Health and Safety Code Chapter 1001.

$§229.1001.  Purpose and Scope.

(a) This subchapter implements Texas Health and Safety Code
(HSC) Chapter 431. HSC Chapter 431 requires the Department of State
Health Services (DSHS) to adopt rules about warning labels on foods
that have specific ingredients and requires rules for website disclosures
if food that is subject to the warning label requirements is offered for
sale in Texas on the manufacturer's or retailer's website.

(b) This subchapter applies to:

(1) any manufacturer that offers a food product for sale in
Texas, no matter where the food product was originally made;

(2) any ingredient meant to be consumed by humans,
which the United States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) requires
to be listed on the food label; and
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(3) food product labels developed or copyrighted on or af-

gating, or removing foreign objects or other parts of the plant, such as

ter January 1, 2027. For purposes of this subchapter, any change to a

leaves, stems, and husks. This definition excludes transforming a har-

food product label on or after January 1, 2027, must follow the rules

vested raw agricultural commodity into processed food by actions such

in §229.1004 of this subchapter (relating to Warning Label Require-

as cutting, cooking, heating, chopping, irradiating, or pasteurizing.

ments) unless exempt.

(c) The department adopts by reference:

(1) 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 70, Color
Additives, Subpart B, Packaging and Labeling, as amended;

(2) 21 CFR Part 73, Listing of Color Additives Exempt
From Certification, Subpart A, Foods, as amended;

(3) 21 CFR Part 74, Listing of Color Additives Subject to
Certification, Subpart A, Foods, as amended;

(4) 21 CFR Part 81, General Specifications and General
Restrictions for Provisional Color Additives for Use in Foods, Drugs,
and Cosmetics, as amended;

(5) 21 CFR Part 82, Listing of Certified Provisionally
Listed Colors and Specifications, as amended; and

(6) 21 CFR Part 101, Food Labeling, as amended.

§229.1002.  Definitions.

(a) Dietary supplement--A product a person can consume that
has a "dietary ingredient" to add to the diet. A "dietary ingredient" in-
cludes vitamins and minerals, herbs, amino acids, enzymes, live bacte-
ria (called "probiotics"), or other substances found in food. The dietary
supplement can also be a mix or concentrate of any of these ingredi-
ents.

(b) Drug--Atrticles that are:

(1) listed in the official United States Pharmacopoeia Na-
tional Formulary (USP-NF) or any of the USP-NF supplements;

(2) intended for diagnosing, curing, mitigating, treating, or
preventing diseases in humans or animals;

(3) other than food, meant to influence the structure or any
function of the body of humans or animals; and

(4) intended to be used as a component of any article men-
tioned in this definition.

(5) The term does not include devices or their parts, com-
ponents, or accessories.

(6) A food for which a claim is made in accordance with
Section 403(r) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act (21 United
States Code (U.S.C.) §301), and for which the claim is approved by the
United States Secretary of Health and Human Services, is not a drug
solely because the label or labeling contains such a claim.

(¢c) Food--Any article used by humans for food or drink, in-
cluding chewing gum and items used as ingredients in other food or
drink.

(d) Food manufacturer--A person who combines, purifies, pro-
cesses, or packages food to sell through a wholesale outlet. This term
also includes:

(1) aretail outlet that packages or labels food before selling

it; and

(2) a person responsible for the purity and proper labeling
of a food item by labeling the food with the person's name and address.

(e) Raw agricultural commodity--Any food in its natural state,
including all fruits that can be washed, colored, or treated in their un-
peeled form before being marketed. Treatment includes waxing, fumi-

(f) Restaurant--A place where food is made and sold directly
to people for immediate eating, examples include:

(1) cafeterias;

(2) lunchrooms;

(3) cafes;

(4) bistros;

(5) fast food places;
(6) food stands;

(7) _saloons;

(8) taverns;

(9) bars;

(10) lounges;

(11) catering facilities;

(12) hospital kitchens;

(13) day care kitchens; and

(14) nursing home kitchens.

(15) "Restaurant" does not include places that provide food
for interstate travel, central kitchens, and other similar places that don't
serve food directly to the consumer.

(16) For purposes of this subchapter, a restaurant is a food
establishment as defined in other department rules, including:

(A) §229.371 of this chapter (relating to Definitions);
(B) §229.471 of this chapter (relating to Definitions);

and

(C) §228.2 of this title (relating to Definitions).

(g) Retail food establishment--A place that sells food products
directly to consumers as its primary function, like:

(1) grocery stores;

(2) convenience stores;

(3) vending machines; and

(4) some farm-run businesses.

(5) "Retail food establishment" includes places that make,
process, pack, or store food to sell directly to consumers. The value of
food products sold directly to consumers must be higher than the sales
of food products to all other buyers. "Consumers" does not include
businesses.

(6) For purposes of this subchapter, a retail food establish-
ment is also known as a food establishment as defined in other depart-
ment rules, including:

(A) §229.371 of this chapter;

(B) §229.471 of this chapter; and

(C) §228.2 of this title.
§229.1003. Exemptions.

(a) This subchapter does not apply to:
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(1) an ingredient used in a product that is not meant for
humans to consume;

(2) food labeled, prepared, served, or sold in a restaurant;

(3) food labeled, prepared, or served in a retail food estab-
lishment;

(4) aproduct regulated by the United States Department of
Agriculture (USDA), Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS);

(5) aproduct labeled with a governmental warning with a
recommendation from the surgeon general of the United States Public
Health Service (USPHS);

(6) adrug or dietary supplement; or

(7) apesticide chemical, soil or plant nutrient, or other agri-
cultural chemical used in the production, storage, or transportation of
a raw agricultural commodity.

(b) Texas Health and Safety Code (HSC) §431.0815 and this
subchapter do not apply to an ingredient, including a food additive and
color additive, if a federal law or a regulation issued by the United
States Food and Drug Administration (FDA) or USDA:

(1) prohibits the use of the ingredient;

(2) sets conditions for using the ingredient, such as needing
a warning or disclosure statement;

(3) says an ingredient or group of ingredients is safe for
people to eat; or

(4) requires a labeling statement for foods that are ultra-
processed or processed.

$229.1004.

Warning Label Requirements.

(a) Food that contains any of the following ingredients must
include a warning label described in subsection (b) of this section:

(1) acetylated esters of mono- and diglycerides (acetic acid

ester);

(2) anisole;
(3) azodicarbonamide (ADA);

(4) bleached flour;

(5) Dblue 1 (CAS 3844-45-9);

(6) blue 2 (CAS 860-22-0);

(7) bromated flour;

(8) butylated hydroxyanisole (BHA);
(9) butylated hydroxytoluene (BHT);

(10) calcium bromate;

(11) canthaxanthin;

(12) certified food colors by the United States Food and
Drug Administration (FDA);

(13) citrus red 2 (CAS 6358-53-8);
14) diacetyl;

(15) diacetyl tartaric and fatty acid esters of mono and
diglycerides (DATEM);

(16) dimethylamylamine (DMAA);
(17) _ dioctyl sodium sulfosuccinate (DSS);
(18) ficin;

(19) green 3 (CAS 2353-45-9);

(20) interesterified palm oil;

(21) interesterified soybean oil;

(22) lactylated fatty acid esters of glycerol and propylene

glycol;
23) lye;
(24) morpholine;
(25) olestra;
(26) partially hydrogenated oil (PHO);

(27) potassium aluminum sulfate;

(28) potassium bromate;

(29) potassium iodate;

(30) propylene oxide;

(31) propylparaben;

(32) red 3 (CAS 16423-68-0);
(33) red 4 (CAS 4548-53-2),
(34) red 40 (CAS 25956-17-6);

(35) sodium aluminum sulfate;

(36) sodium lauryl sulfate;

(37) sodium stearyl fumarate;

(38) stearyl tartrate;

(39) synthetic trans fatty acid;

(40) thiodipropionic acid;

(41) titanium dioxide;

(42) toluene;

(43) yellow 5 (CAS 1934-21-0); or
(44) yellow 6 (CAS 2783-94-0).

(b) The warning label must include the following statement,
if the food contains an ingredient listed in subsection (a) of this
section: "WARNING: This product contains an ingredient that is not
recommended for human consumption by the appropriate authority in
Australia, Canada, the European Union, or the United Kingdom." The
warning label must:

(1) be printed in a font size not smaller than the smallest
font used to disclose other consumer information required by the FDA;

(2) be placed in a prominent and reasonably visible loca-
tion; and

(3) have sufficiently high contrast with the immediate
background to ensure the warning is likely to be seen and understood
by the ordinary individual under customary conditions of purchase
and use.

(c¢) Food manufacturers and retailers who sell their products
via internet that require warning labels under subsection (a) of this sec-
tion must provide all labeling information required by subsection (b)
of this section to consumers by:

(1) posting a legible statement on the manufacturer's or re-
tailer's website on which the product is offered for sale;
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(2) posting pictures of the entire food product label, includ-
ing the warning label on the website; or

(3) providing the information in other ways with the con-

sumer.

§229.1005.  Enforcement.

(a) Criminal penalties stated in Texas Health and Safety Code
(HSC) §431.059 can be imposed for violations of this subchapter.

(b) Civil penalties stated in HSC §431.0585 can be imposed
for violations of this subchapter.

(c) Administrative penalties as described in HSC §431.054,
§431.055, §431.056, §431.057, and §431.058, and §229.261 of this
chapter (relating to Assessment of Administrative Penalties), can be
imposed for violations of the previously stated sections. Before a
penalty is imposed, the person accused of a violation must be given
an opportunity for a hearing.

(d) Hearings regarding administrative penalties and emer-
gency orders will be held according to, Texas Government Code
§§2001.051 - 2001.902, and the department's formal hearing rules in
§§1.21, 1.23, 1.25, and 1.27 of this title (relating to Formal Hearing

Procedures).

(e) The commissioner or the commissioner's designee may is-
sue emergency orders according to HSC §431.045.

The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-
posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority
to adopt.

Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 9,
2025.

TRD-202503197

Cynthia Hernandez

General Counsel

Department of State Health Services

Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025
For further information, please call: (512) 834-6670
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TITLE 40. SOCIAL SERVICES AND ASSIS-
TANCE

PART 19. DEPARTMENT OF FAMILY
AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES

CHAPTER 705. ADULT PROTECTIVE
SERVICES

The Department of Family and Protective Services (DFPS)
proposes to amend and repeal rules in Title 40, Texas Admin-
istrative Code (TAC), Chapter 705, Subchapters A, C, E, G, |,
K, M and O and proposes changes to agency rules §§705.101,
705.103, 705.107, 705.303, 705.501, 705.701 - 705.703,
705.705, 705.901,705.903, 705.1101, 705.1303, 705.1501,
705.1503, 705.1505, 705.1507, 705.1509, 705.1511, 705.1513,
705.1515, 705.1517, 705.1519, 705.1521, 705.1523, 705.1525,
705.1527, 705.1529, 705.1531 and 705.1533 in Title 40, Texas
Administrative Code (TAC), Chapter 705, Subchapter G.

BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE

The purpose of the amended, and repealed rules is to reflect the
current scope and authority of the APS program as a result of
House Bill (H.B.) 4696, 88th Legislature, regular session, and
the resulting transfer of Home and Community Support Service
Agency (HCSSA) investigations, regardless of payment source
(Medicaid, Medicare of private pay) to the Health and Human
Services Commission (HHSC). This includes perpetrators eligi-
ble for the Employee Misconduct Registry (EMR). All references
to the EMR and HHSC are being removed as they are no longer
applicable to the APS program. The new, amended, and re-
pealed rules also clean up existing rules related to emergency
protective services and nomenclature related to victim/client.

SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY

The proposed amendments to §705.101 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client"; removing definitions of "alleged victim"
and "alleged victim/perpetrator”; redefining "client" and "desig-
nated perpetrator" to account for the term replacements; remov-
ing terms no longer applicable to the program; and renumbering
of the term definitions.

The proposed amendments to §705.103 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client".

The proposed amendments to §705.107 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client".

The proposed amendments to §705.303 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "alleged victims"
with the term "clients".

The proposed amendments to §705.501 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client".

The proposed amendment to Subchapter G replaces the title
of the Subchapter from "Eligibility" to "Purchased Client Ser-
vices" to clarify that the rules within the subchapter pertain to Pur-
chased Client Services generally rather than eligibility for such.

Proposed new §705.702 combines the relevant provisions of re-
pealed §705.703 and §705.705 related to eligibility and availabil-
ity of purchased client services.

The proposed repeal of §705.701 deletes eligibility for emer-
gency protective services as this rule is duplicative; APS pro-
vides services as authorized by Human Resources Code Chap-
ter 48 to individuals determined to be in a state of abuse, neglect,
or financial exploitation.

The proposed repeal of §705.703 is because the rule is no longer
necessary as it is now incorporated into new §705.702.

The proposed repeal of §705.705 is because the rule is no longer
necessary as it is now incorporated into new §705.702.

The proposed amendments to §705.901 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client".

The proposed amendments to §705.903 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client".

The proposed amendments to §705.1101 make non-substantive
nomenclature changes by replacing the term "an alleged victim"
with the term "client".
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	3. Implementation of the proposed rules does not require an increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the agency. 4. The proposed rules require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency. The proposed rules require a decrease in fees paid to the agency by waiving initial license application fees for all military service members, spouses, and veterans rather than certain military ap-plicants. 5. The proposed rules create a new regulation. The proposed rules create a new regulation 


	P
	ParagraphSpan
	Link

	facsimile to (512) 475-3032; or by mail to Monica Nuñez, Legal Assistant, Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation, P.O. Box 12157, Austin, Texas 78711. The deadline for comments is 30 days after publication in the Texas Register. SUBCHAPTER K. LICENSING PROVISIONS RELATED TO MILITARY SERVICE MEMBERS, MILITARY VETERANS, AND MILITARY SPOUSES 16 TAC §§60.501, 60.502, 60.504, 60.510, 60.512, 60.514,60.516 -60.518, 60.520 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The proposed rules are proposed under Texas Occupations Code, Chap


	(1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, as defined by §437.001, Govern-ment Code, or similar military service of another state. [The term does not include service performed exclusively for training, such as basic combat training, advanced individual training, annual training, inac-tive duty training, and special training periodically made available to service members. The term inclu
	(1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, as defined by §437.001, Govern-ment Code, or similar military service of another state. [The term does not include service performed exclusively for training, such as basic combat training, advanced individual training, annual training, inac-tive duty training, and special training periodically made available to service members. The term inclu
	(1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, as defined by §437.001, Govern-ment Code, or similar military service of another state. [The term does not include service performed exclusively for training, such as basic combat training, advanced individual training, annual training, inac-tive duty training, and special training periodically made available to service members. The term inclu
	(1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, as defined by §437.001, Govern-ment Code, or similar military service of another state. [The term does not include service performed exclusively for training, such as basic combat training, advanced individual training, annual training, inac-tive duty training, and special training periodically made available to service members. The term inclu



	[(h) The initial license application fee and any examination fees paid to the department are waived for an applicant who meets the requirements under this section. The applicant is still responsible for paying any examination fees that are charged by a third-party exami-nation vendor.] (h) [(i)] The applicant under this section must pass a criminal history background check. The department may deny an application if the applicant has a disqualifying criminal history. [(j) A service member or military veteran
	[(h) The initial license application fee and any examination fees paid to the department are waived for an applicant who meets the requirements under this section. The applicant is still responsible for paying any examination fees that are charged by a third-party exami-nation vendor.] (h) [(i)] The applicant under this section must pass a criminal history background check. The department may deny an application if the applicant has a disqualifying criminal history. [(j) A service member or military veteran

	(i) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a license under this section must comply with all the license renewal require-ments including fees for the specific license obtained. (j) The department has sole discretion in determining whether an applicant's out-of-state license is similar in scope to a license issued by the department. §60.514. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Previously Held Texas License. (a) This section implements Texas Occupations Code §§55.004, 55.005, and 55.006, a
	(i) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a license under this section must comply with all the license renewal require-ments including fees for the specific license obtained. (j) The department has sole discretion in determining whether an applicant's out-of-state license is similar in scope to a license issued by the department. §60.514. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Previously Held Texas License. (a) This section implements Texas Occupations Code §§55.004, 55.005, and 55.006, a
	(i) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a license under this section must comply with all the license renewal require-ments including fees for the specific license obtained. (j) The department has sole discretion in determining whether an applicant's out-of-state license is similar in scope to a license issued by the department. §60.514. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Previously Held Texas License. (a) This section implements Texas Occupations Code §§55.004, 55.005, and 55.006, a
	(i) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a license under this section must comply with all the license renewal require-ments including fees for the specific license obtained. (j) The department has sole discretion in determining whether an applicant's out-of-state license is similar in scope to a license issued by the department. §60.514. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Previously Held Texas License. (a) This section implements Texas Occupations Code §§55.004, 55.005, and 55.006, a
	(i) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a license under this section must comply with all the license renewal require-ments including fees for the specific license obtained. (j) The department has sole discretion in determining whether an applicant's out-of-state license is similar in scope to a license issued by the department. §60.514. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Previously Held Texas License. (a) This section implements Texas Occupations Code §§55.004, 55.005, and 55.006, a



	(h) [(i)] Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code §55.004(b), the executive director may waive any prerequisite to obtaining a license for an applicant under this section after reviewing the applicant's cre-dentials. [(j) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a li-cense under this section must comply with all license renewal require-ments, including fees for the specific license obtained.] §60.516. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Demon-stration of Competency by Alternative Methods. (a) -
	(h) [(i)] Pursuant to Texas Occupations Code §55.004(b), the executive director may waive any prerequisite to obtaining a license for an applicant under this section after reviewing the applicant's cre-dentials. [(j) A service member, veteran, or spouse who obtains a li-cense under this section must comply with all license renewal require-ments, including fees for the specific license obtained.] §60.516. Expedited Alternative Licensing Requirements--Demon-stration of Competency by Alternative Methods. (a) -


	(a) This section applies to a military service member, a mili-tary veteran, and a military spouse, as defined under §60.501. (b) On receipt by the department of an application for a li-cense, or for recognition of an out-of-state license, the department shall promptly issue a provisional license to the applicant or issue the license or recognition for which the applicant applied. A provisional license issued under this subsection expires on the earlier of: (1) the date the department approves or denies the 
	(a) This section applies to a military service member, a mili-tary veteran, and a military spouse, as defined under §60.501. (b) On receipt by the department of an application for a li-cense, or for recognition of an out-of-state license, the department shall promptly issue a provisional license to the applicant or issue the license or recognition for which the applicant applied. A provisional license issued under this subsection expires on the earlier of: (1) the date the department approves or denies the 
	(a) This section applies to a military service member, a mili-tary veteran, and a military spouse, as defined under §60.501. (b) On receipt by the department of an application for a li-cense, or for recognition of an out-of-state license, the department shall promptly issue a provisional license to the applicant or issue the license or recognition for which the applicant applied. A provisional license issued under this subsection expires on the earlier of: (1) the date the department approves or denies the 
	(a) This section applies to a military service member, a mili-tary veteran, and a military spouse, as defined under §60.501. (b) On receipt by the department of an application for a li-cense, or for recognition of an out-of-state license, the department shall promptly issue a provisional license to the applicant or issue the license or recognition for which the applicant applied. A provisional license issued under this subsection expires on the earlier of: (1) the date the department approves or denies the 



	(f) Not later than the 10th business day after the date the de-partment receives an application under subsection (d), the department shall notify the applicant that: (1) the department recognizes the applicant's out-of-state license; (2) the application is incomplete; or (3) the department is unable to recognize the applicant's out-of-state license because: (A) the department does not issue a license that has a scope of practice that is similar to the applicant's out-of-state license; or (B) the applicant h
	(f) Not later than the 10th business day after the date the de-partment receives an application under subsection (d), the department shall notify the applicant that: (1) the department recognizes the applicant's out-of-state license; (2) the application is incomplete; or (3) the department is unable to recognize the applicant's out-of-state license because: (A) the department does not issue a license that has a scope of practice that is similar to the applicant's out-of-state license; or (B) the applicant h
	(f) Not later than the 10th business day after the date the de-partment receives an application under subsection (d), the department shall notify the applicant that: (1) the department recognizes the applicant's out-of-state license; (2) the application is incomplete; or (3) the department is unable to recognize the applicant's out-of-state license because: (A) the department does not issue a license that has a scope of practice that is similar to the applicant's out-of-state license; or (B) the applicant h
	(f) Not later than the 10th business day after the date the de-partment receives an application under subsection (d), the department shall notify the applicant that: (1) the department recognizes the applicant's out-of-state license; (2) the application is incomplete; or (3) the department is unable to recognize the applicant's out-of-state license because: (A) the department does not issue a license that has a scope of practice that is similar to the applicant's out-of-state license; or (B) the applicant h



	TRD-202503258 Doug Jennings General Counsel Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For further information, please call: (512) 475-4879 ♦ ♦ ♦ 16 TAC §§60.503, 60.512, 60.518, 60.519 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The proposed repeals are repealed under Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 55, which authorize the Texas Commis-sion of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement these chapters and any oth
	TRD-202503258 Doug Jennings General Counsel Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For further information, please call: (512) 475-4879 ♦ ♦ ♦ 16 TAC §§60.503, 60.512, 60.518, 60.519 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The proposed repeals are repealed under Texas Occupations Code, Chapters 51 and 55, which authorize the Texas Commis-sion of Licensing and Regulation, the Department's governing body, to adopt rules as necessary to implement these chapters and any oth
	§60.519. License Eligibility--Establishing License Residency Re-quirement for Out-of-State Military Service Members and Military Spouses. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 15, 2025. TRD-202503260 Doug Jennings General Counsel Texas Department of Licensing and Regulation Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For further information

	dures for Districts with Local Revenue in Excess of Entitlement 2026-2027 School Year as Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b). The section title would be updated to reflect the manuals adopted in the rule. Each school year's options and procedures for districts deter-mined to have local revenue in excess of entitlement explain how districts subject to excess local revenue are identified; the fiscal, procedural, and administrative requirements those districts must meet; and the consequences for not meeting requirement
	forcing the proposal would be to continue to inform the public of the existence of annual publications specifying the processes, procedures, and requirements used in the manuals for school districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement that are es-tablished biennially by the commissioner of education and com-municated to all school districts. There is no anticipated eco-nomic cost to persons who are required to comply with the pro-posal. DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: The proposal would have no data and 
	forcing the proposal would be to continue to inform the public of the existence of annual publications specifying the processes, procedures, and requirements used in the manuals for school districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement that are es-tablished biennially by the commissioner of education and com-municated to all school districts. There is no anticipated eco-nomic cost to persons who are required to comply with the pro-posal. DATA AND REPORTING IMPACT: The proposal would have no data and 
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	Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b) [Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b)] (c) The specific processes, procedures, and requirements used in the manuals for districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement are established biennially by the commissioner of education and com-municated to all school districts. (d) School district actions and inactions in previous school years and data from those school years will continue to be subject to the annual manual for districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement with respec
	Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b) [Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b)] (c) The specific processes, procedures, and requirements used in the manuals for districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement are established biennially by the commissioner of education and com-municated to all school districts. (d) School district actions and inactions in previous school years and data from those school years will continue to be subject to the annual manual for districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement with respec
	Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b) [Figure: 19 TAC §62.1072(b)] (c) The specific processes, procedures, and requirements used in the manuals for districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement are established biennially by the commissioner of education and com-municated to all school districts. (d) School district actions and inactions in previous school years and data from those school years will continue to be subject to the annual manual for districts with local revenue in excess of entitlement with respec

	COST INCREASE TO REGULATED PERSONS: The proposal does not impose a cost on regulated persons, another state agency, a special district, or a local government and, therefore, is not subject to Texas Government Code, §2001.0045. TAKINGS IMPACT ASSESSMENT: The proposal does not im-pose a burden on private real property and, therefore, does not constitute a taking under Texas Government Code, §2007.043. GOVERNMENT GROWTH IMPACT: TEA staff prepared a Gov-ernment Growth Impact Statement assessment for this propos
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	ucation Code (TEC), §25.0915, or this subchapter related to truancy prevention measures. [(b) TEA may request that a school district provide documen-tation regarding its compliance with required truancy prevention mea-sures in response to a complaint filed with the TEA. If, after a review of this documentation or a school district's failure to provide this docu-mentation, TEA determines that the school district is not in compliance with required truancy prevention measure provisions, TEA may issue a prelimi
	SECTION-BY-SECTION SUMMARY Section 1 proposes a definition of Initial Visit to mean "A patient who returns to the same provider or the same practice with ac-cess to the patient's complete patient record within three years of the last examination in which a spectacle or contact lens pre-scription was written is exempted from the requirements of an initial visit under §351.353 of the Act." FISCAL IMPACT ON STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT Janice McCoy, Executive Director, has determined that for each year of the fi
	The proposed rule does not require the increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the agency. The proposed rule does not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency. The proposed rule does not create a new regulation. The proposed rule does not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation. The proposed rule does not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability. The proposed rule does not positively or adversely affect the state's econ
	The proposed rule does not require the increase or decrease in future legislative appropriations to the agency. The proposed rule does not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency. The proposed rule does not create a new regulation. The proposed rule does not expand, limit, or repeal an existing regulation. The proposed rule does not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability. The proposed rule does not positively or adversely affect the state's econ
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	(9) [(8)] SOAH--State Office of Administrative Hearings. (10) [(9)] Synchronous--live, real-time audiovisual inter-action between the practitioner and the patient in a separate location. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 15, 2025. TRD-202503254 Janice McCoy Executive Director Texas Optometry Board Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 
	(9) [(8)] SOAH--State Office of Administrative Hearings. (10) [(9)] Synchronous--live, real-time audiovisual inter-action between the practitioner and the patient in a separate location. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 15, 2025. TRD-202503254 Janice McCoy Executive Director Texas Optometry Board Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 


	(4) The proposed amendments do not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency; (5) The proposed amendments do not create a new regulation; (6) The proposed amendments do limit an existing regulation by narrowing the grounds for mandatory revocation of a license or registration in order to comply with state law; (7) The proposed amendments do not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability; and (8) The proposed amendments would have a de minimis impact o
	(4) The proposed amendments do not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency; (5) The proposed amendments do not create a new regulation; (6) The proposed amendments do limit an existing regulation by narrowing the grounds for mandatory revocation of a license or registration in order to comply with state law; (7) The proposed amendments do not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability; and (8) The proposed amendments would have a de minimis impact o
	(4) The proposed amendments do not require an increase or decrease in fees paid to the agency; (5) The proposed amendments do not create a new regulation; (6) The proposed amendments do limit an existing regulation by narrowing the grounds for mandatory revocation of a license or registration in order to comply with state law; (7) The proposed amendments do not increase or decrease the number of individuals subject to the rule's applicability; and (8) The proposed amendments would have a de minimis impact o


	(3) revocation of parole; or (4) revocation of mandatory supervision. (d) A person in prison is not eligible for a license or registra-tion. (e) An applicant for a license or registration from the board shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or deferred adjudi-cation against him or her at the time of application. A current licensee or registrant shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or de-ferred adjudication against him or her at the time of renewal. (f) The board has determin
	(3) revocation of parole; or (4) revocation of mandatory supervision. (d) A person in prison is not eligible for a license or registra-tion. (e) An applicant for a license or registration from the board shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or deferred adjudi-cation against him or her at the time of application. A current licensee or registrant shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or de-ferred adjudication against him or her at the time of renewal. (f) The board has determin
	(3) revocation of parole; or (4) revocation of mandatory supervision. (d) A person in prison is not eligible for a license or registra-tion. (e) An applicant for a license or registration from the board shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or deferred adjudi-cation against him or her at the time of application. A current licensee or registrant shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or de-ferred adjudication against him or her at the time of renewal. (f) The board has determin
	(3) revocation of parole; or (4) revocation of mandatory supervision. (d) A person in prison is not eligible for a license or registra-tion. (e) An applicant for a license or registration from the board shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or deferred adjudi-cation against him or her at the time of application. A current licensee or registrant shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or de-ferred adjudication against him or her at the time of renewal. (f) The board has determin
	(3) revocation of parole; or (4) revocation of mandatory supervision. (d) A person in prison is not eligible for a license or registra-tion. (e) An applicant for a license or registration from the board shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or deferred adjudi-cation against him or her at the time of application. A current licensee or registrant shall disclose in writing to the board any conviction or de-ferred adjudication against him or her at the time of renewal. (f) The board has determin




	[(A) prosecution, law enforcement, and correctional of-ficers who prosecuted, arrested, or had custodial responsibility for the person;] [(B) the sheriff and chief of police in the community where the person resides; and] [(C) any other persons in contact with the person.] (h) In order to establish the factors in subsection (g) of this section, a person with a conviction or deferred adjudication shall: (1) to the extent possible, secure and provide to the board the recommendations [of the prosecution, law e
	[(A) prosecution, law enforcement, and correctional of-ficers who prosecuted, arrested, or had custodial responsibility for the person;] [(B) the sheriff and chief of police in the community where the person resides; and] [(C) any other persons in contact with the person.] (h) In order to establish the factors in subsection (g) of this section, a person with a conviction or deferred adjudication shall: (1) to the extent possible, secure and provide to the board the recommendations [of the prosecution, law e
	[(A) prosecution, law enforcement, and correctional of-ficers who prosecuted, arrested, or had custodial responsibility for the person;] [(B) the sheriff and chief of police in the community where the person resides; and] [(C) any other persons in contact with the person.] (h) In order to establish the factors in subsection (g) of this section, a person with a conviction or deferred adjudication shall: (1) to the extent possible, secure and provide to the board the recommendations [of the prosecution, law e

	(D) robbery; (E) theft; (F) sexual assault; (G) injury to a child; (H) injury to an elderly person; (I) child abuse or neglect; (J) tampering with a governmental record; (K) forgery; (L) perjury; (M) failure to report abuse; (N) bribery; (O) harassment; (P) insurance claim fraud; (Q) driving while intoxicated; (R) solicitation of professional employment under the Penal Code §38.12(d) or Occupations Code, Chapter 102; (S) mail fraud; or (T) any criminal offense which requires the individual to register with 
	(D) robbery; (E) theft; (F) sexual assault; (G) injury to a child; (H) injury to an elderly person; (I) child abuse or neglect; (J) tampering with a governmental record; (K) forgery; (L) perjury; (M) failure to report abuse; (N) bribery; (O) harassment; (P) insurance claim fraud; (Q) driving while intoxicated; (R) solicitation of professional employment under the Penal Code §38.12(d) or Occupations Code, Chapter 102; (S) mail fraud; or (T) any criminal offense which requires the individual to register with 
	(D) robbery; (E) theft; (F) sexual assault; (G) injury to a child; (H) injury to an elderly person; (I) child abuse or neglect; (J) tampering with a governmental record; (K) forgery; (L) perjury; (M) failure to report abuse; (N) bribery; (O) harassment; (P) insurance claim fraud; (Q) driving while intoxicated; (R) solicitation of professional employment under the Penal Code §38.12(d) or Occupations Code, Chapter 102; (S) mail fraud; or (T) any criminal offense which requires the individual to register with 



	adopted, update the alternative licensing procedures, expedited licensing procedures, and interim license procedures for a military service member, military veteran, or military spouse, in accordance with House Bill 5629, establish provisional license procedures for a military service member, military veteran, or military spouse, in accordance with Senate Bill 1818, and make grammatical corrections. Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D., Executive Director/Secretary, has de-termined that, for the first five-year period 
	§283.12. Licenses for Military Service Members, Military Veterans, and Military Spouses. (a) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this section, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. (1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, or similar military service of another state. (2) Armed forces of the United States--The army, nav
	(D) meet all requirements necessary for the board to ac-cess the criminal history records information, including submitting fin-gerprint information, and such criminal history check does not reveal any disposition for a crime specified in §281.64 of this title (relating to Sanctions for Criminal Offenses) indicating a sanction of denial, revo-cation, or suspension; (E) be exempt from the application and examination fees paid to the board set forth in §283.9(a)(2)(A) and (b) of this title (relating to Fee Re
	(D) meet all requirements necessary for the board to ac-cess the criminal history records information, including submitting fin-gerprint information, and such criminal history check does not reveal any disposition for a crime specified in §281.64 of this title (relating to Sanctions for Criminal Offenses) indicating a sanction of denial, revo-cation, or suspension; (E) be exempt from the application and examination fees paid to the board set forth in §283.9(a)(2)(A) and (b) of this title (relating to Fee Re
	(D) meet all requirements necessary for the board to ac-cess the criminal history records information, including submitting fin-gerprint information, and such criminal history check does not reveal any disposition for a crime specified in §281.64 of this title (relating to Sanctions for Criminal Offenses) indicating a sanction of denial, revo-cation, or suspension; (E) be exempt from the application and examination fees paid to the board set forth in §283.9(a)(2)(A) and (b) of this title (relating to Fee Re
	(D) meet all requirements necessary for the board to ac-cess the criminal history records information, including submitting fin-gerprint information, and such criminal history check does not reveal any disposition for a crime specified in §281.64 of this title (relating to Sanctions for Criminal Offenses) indicating a sanction of denial, revo-cation, or suspension; (E) be exempt from the application and examination fees paid to the board set forth in §283.9(a)(2)(A) and (b) of this title (relating to Fee Re


	pass the Texas Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination within six months or fails to take the Texas Pharmacy Jurisprudence Examination within six months. (6) [(5)] An individual may not serve as pharma-cist-in-charge of a pharmacy with a temporary license issued under this subsection. (c) Expedited licensing procedure. For the purpose of §55.005, Occupations Code, [an applicant for a pharmacist license who is] a military service member, military veteran, or military spouse [and who holds a current license as a p

	(B) military identification indicating that the individual is a military service member; and (C) a statement requesting up to two years of additional time to complete the renewal. (2) A military service member specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be exempt from fees specified in §295.7(3) of this title (relating to Pharmacist License Renewal). (3) A military service member specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection is entitled to two additional years of time to complete the continuing educ
	(B) military identification indicating that the individual is a military service member; and (C) a statement requesting up to two years of additional time to complete the renewal. (2) A military service member specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be exempt from fees specified in §295.7(3) of this title (relating to Pharmacist License Renewal). (3) A military service member specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection is entitled to two additional years of time to complete the continuing educ
	(B) military identification indicating that the individual is a military service member; and (C) a statement requesting up to two years of additional time to complete the renewal. (2) A military service member specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection shall be exempt from fees specified in §295.7(3) of this title (relating to Pharmacist License Renewal). (3) A military service member specified in paragraph (1) of this subsection is entitled to two additional years of time to complete the continuing educ


	(ii) all statements in the application are true, correct, and complete; (iii) the applicant understands the scope of practice for a pharmacist license in this state and will not perform outside of that scope of practice; and (iv) the applicant is in good standing in each state in which the applicant holds or has held a pharmacist license. [(D) verification from the jurisdiction in which the mil-itary service member or military spouse holds an active pharmacist li-cense that the military service member or mi
	TRD-202503252 Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D. Executive Director Texas State Board of Pharmacy Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084 ♦ ♦ ♦ CHAPTER 291. PHARMACIES SUBCHAPTER B. COMMUNITY PHARMACY (CLASS A) 22 TAC §291.31 The Texas State Board of Pharmacy proposes amendments to §291.31, concerning Definitions. The amendments, if adopted, add definitions for the terms "common ownership" and "owner of record." Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D., Executive Dire
	TRD-202503252 Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D. Executive Director Texas State Board of Pharmacy Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For further information, please call: (512) 305-8084 ♦ ♦ ♦ CHAPTER 291. PHARMACIES SUBCHAPTER B. COMMUNITY PHARMACY (CLASS A) 22 TAC §291.31 The Texas State Board of Pharmacy proposes amendments to §291.31, concerning Definitions. The amendments, if adopted, add definitions for the terms "common ownership" and "owner of record." Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D., Executive Dire
	the agency to protect the public through the effective control and regulation of the practice of pharmacy. The Board inter-prets §554.051(a) as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for the proper administration and enforcement of the Act. The statutes affected by these amendments: Texas Pharmacy Act, Chapters 551 -569, Texas Occupations Code. §291.31. Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates oth-erwise.
	the agency to protect the public through the effective control and regulation of the practice of pharmacy. The Board inter-prets §554.051(a) as authorizing the agency to adopt rules for the proper administration and enforcement of the Act. The statutes affected by these amendments: Texas Pharmacy Act, Chapters 551 -569, Texas Occupations Code. §291.31. Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates oth-erwise.


	(11) [(10)] Controlled substance--A drug, immediate pre-cursor, or other substance listed in Schedules I -V or Penalty Groups 1 -4 of the Texas Controlled Substances Act, as amended (Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code), or a drug, immediate precursor, or other sub-stance included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the Federal Compre-hensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970, as amended (Public Law 91-513). (12) [(11)] Dangerous drug--A drug or device that: (A) is not included in Penalty Group
	(11) [(10)] Controlled substance--A drug, immediate pre-cursor, or other substance listed in Schedules I -V or Penalty Groups 1 -4 of the Texas Controlled Substances Act, as amended (Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code), or a drug, immediate precursor, or other sub-stance included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the Federal Compre-hensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970, as amended (Public Law 91-513). (12) [(11)] Dangerous drug--A drug or device that: (A) is not included in Penalty Group
	(11) [(10)] Controlled substance--A drug, immediate pre-cursor, or other substance listed in Schedules I -V or Penalty Groups 1 -4 of the Texas Controlled Substances Act, as amended (Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code), or a drug, immediate precursor, or other sub-stance included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the Federal Compre-hensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970, as amended (Public Law 91-513). (12) [(11)] Dangerous drug--A drug or device that: (A) is not included in Penalty Group
	(11) [(10)] Controlled substance--A drug, immediate pre-cursor, or other substance listed in Schedules I -V or Penalty Groups 1 -4 of the Texas Controlled Substances Act, as amended (Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code), or a drug, immediate precursor, or other sub-stance included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the Federal Compre-hensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970, as amended (Public Law 91-513). (12) [(11)] Dangerous drug--A drug or device that: (A) is not included in Penalty Group
	(11) [(10)] Controlled substance--A drug, immediate pre-cursor, or other substance listed in Schedules I -V or Penalty Groups 1 -4 of the Texas Controlled Substances Act, as amended (Chapter 481, Health and Safety Code), or a drug, immediate precursor, or other sub-stance included in Schedules I, II, III, IV, or V of the Federal Compre-hensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970, as amended (Public Law 91-513). (12) [(11)] Dangerous drug--A drug or device that: (A) is not included in Penalty Group




	(20) [(19)] Downtime--Period of time during which a data processing system is not operable. (21) [(20)] Drug regimen review--An evaluation of pre-scription drug orders and patient medication records for: (A) known allergies; (B) rational therapy-contraindications; (C) reasonable dose and route of administration; (D) reasonable directions for use; (E) duplication of therapy; (F) drug-drug interactions; (G) drug-food interactions; (H) drug-disease interactions; (I) adverse drug reactions; and (J) proper utili
	(20) [(19)] Downtime--Period of time during which a data processing system is not operable. (21) [(20)] Drug regimen review--An evaluation of pre-scription drug orders and patient medication records for: (A) known allergies; (B) rational therapy-contraindications; (C) reasonable dose and route of administration; (D) reasonable directions for use; (E) duplication of therapy; (F) drug-drug interactions; (G) drug-food interactions; (H) drug-disease interactions; (I) adverse drug reactions; and (J) proper utili
	(20) [(19)] Downtime--Period of time during which a data processing system is not operable. (21) [(20)] Drug regimen review--An evaluation of pre-scription drug orders and patient medication records for: (A) known allergies; (B) rational therapy-contraindications; (C) reasonable dose and route of administration; (D) reasonable directions for use; (E) duplication of therapy; (F) drug-drug interactions; (G) drug-food interactions; (H) drug-disease interactions; (I) adverse drug reactions; and (J) proper utili
	(20) [(19)] Downtime--Period of time during which a data processing system is not operable. (21) [(20)] Drug regimen review--An evaluation of pre-scription drug orders and patient medication records for: (A) known allergies; (B) rational therapy-contraindications; (C) reasonable dose and route of administration; (D) reasonable directions for use; (E) duplication of therapy; (F) drug-drug interactions; (G) drug-food interactions; (H) drug-disease interactions; (I) adverse drug reactions; and (J) proper utili



	(32) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. (33) [(31)] Part-time pharmacist--A pharmacist who works less than full-time. (34) [(32)] Patient counseling--Communication by the pharmacist of information to the patient or patient's agent in order to improve therapy by ensuring proper use of drugs and devices. (35) [(33)] Patient med-pak--A package prepared by a pharmacist for a specific pa
	(32) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. (33) [(31)] Part-time pharmacist--A pharmacist who works less than full-time. (34) [(32)] Patient counseling--Communication by the pharmacist of information to the patient or patient's agent in order to improve therapy by ensuring proper use of drugs and devices. (35) [(33)] Patient med-pak--A package prepared by a pharmacist for a specific pa
	(32) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. (33) [(31)] Part-time pharmacist--A pharmacist who works less than full-time. (34) [(32)] Patient counseling--Communication by the pharmacist of information to the patient or patient's agent in order to improve therapy by ensuring proper use of drugs and devices. (35) [(33)] Patient med-pak--A package prepared by a pharmacist for a specific pa
	(32) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. (33) [(31)] Part-time pharmacist--A pharmacist who works less than full-time. (34) [(32)] Patient counseling--Communication by the pharmacist of information to the patient or patient's agent in order to improve therapy by ensuring proper use of drugs and devices. (35) [(33)] Patient med-pak--A package prepared by a pharmacist for a specific pa
	(32) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. (33) [(31)] Part-time pharmacist--A pharmacist who works less than full-time. (34) [(32)] Patient counseling--Communication by the pharmacist of information to the patient or patient's agent in order to improve therapy by ensuring proper use of drugs and devices. (35) [(33)] Patient med-pak--A package prepared by a pharmacist for a specific pa



	egated the authority to sign a prescription for a dangerous drug under §157.101, Occupations Code. (42) [(40)] Prepackaging--The act of repackaging and rela-beling quantities of drug products from a manufacturer's original com-mercial container into a prescription container, unit-dose packaging, or multi-compartment container for dispensing by a pharmacist to the ul-timate consumer, including dispensing through the use of an automated pharmacy dispensing system or automated checking device. (43) [(41)] Pres

	SUBCHAPTER C. NUCLEAR PHARMACY (CLASS B) 22 TAC §291.52 The Texas State Board of Pharmacy proposes amendments to §291.52, concerning Definitions. The amendments, if adopted, add definitions for the terms "common ownership" and "owner of record." Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D., Executive Director/Secretary, has de-termined that, for the first five-year period the rules are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications for state or local government as a result of enforcing or administering the rule. Dr. Carroll h
	The following words and terms, when used in this subchapter, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates oth-erwise. Any term not defined in this section shall have the definition set forth in the Act, §551.003. (1) Accurately as prescribed--Dispensing, delivering, and/or distributing a prescription drug order or radioactive prescription drug order: (A) to the correct patient (or agent of the patient) for whom the drug or device was prescribed; (B) with the correct drug in the co
	(B) for administration to a patient by a practitioner as the result of a practitioner's initiative based on the practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship in the course of professional practice; (C) in anticipation of prescription drug or medication orders based on routine, regularly observed prescribing patterns; or (D) for or as an incident to research, teaching, or chem-ical analysis and not for sale or dispensing, except as allowed under §562.154 or Chapter 563 of the Act. (12) [(11)] Controlled subst
	(B) for administration to a patient by a practitioner as the result of a practitioner's initiative based on the practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship in the course of professional practice; (C) in anticipation of prescription drug or medication orders based on routine, regularly observed prescribing patterns; or (D) for or as an incident to research, teaching, or chem-ical analysis and not for sale or dispensing, except as allowed under §562.154 or Chapter 563 of the Act. (12) [(11)] Controlled subst
	(B) for administration to a patient by a practitioner as the result of a practitioner's initiative based on the practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship in the course of professional practice; (C) in anticipation of prescription drug or medication orders based on routine, regularly observed prescribing patterns; or (D) for or as an incident to research, teaching, or chem-ical analysis and not for sale or dispensing, except as allowed under §562.154 or Chapter 563 of the Act. (12) [(11)] Controlled subst
	(B) for administration to a patient by a practitioner as the result of a practitioner's initiative based on the practitioner-patient-pharmacist relationship in the course of professional practice; (C) in anticipation of prescription drug or medication orders based on routine, regularly observed prescribing patterns; or (D) for or as an incident to research, teaching, or chem-ical analysis and not for sale or dispensing, except as allowed under §562.154 or Chapter 563 of the Act. (12) [(11)] Controlled subst


	(20) [(19)] Dispensing pharmacist--The authorized nuclear pharmacist responsible for the final check of the dispensed prescription before delivery to the patient. (21) [(20)] Distribute--The delivering of a prescription drug or device, or a radiopharmaceutical other than by administering or dispensing. (22) [(21)] Electronic radioactive prescription drug or-der--A radioactive prescription drug order which is transmitted by an electronic device to the receiver (pharmacy). (23) [(22)] Full-time pharmacist--A 
	(20) [(19)] Dispensing pharmacist--The authorized nuclear pharmacist responsible for the final check of the dispensed prescription before delivery to the patient. (21) [(20)] Distribute--The delivering of a prescription drug or device, or a radiopharmaceutical other than by administering or dispensing. (22) [(21)] Electronic radioactive prescription drug or-der--A radioactive prescription drug order which is transmitted by an electronic device to the receiver (pharmacy). (23) [(22)] Full-time pharmacist--A 
	(20) [(19)] Dispensing pharmacist--The authorized nuclear pharmacist responsible for the final check of the dispensed prescription before delivery to the patient. (21) [(20)] Distribute--The delivering of a prescription drug or device, or a radiopharmaceutical other than by administering or dispensing. (22) [(21)] Electronic radioactive prescription drug or-der--A radioactive prescription drug order which is transmitted by an electronic device to the receiver (pharmacy). (23) [(22)] Full-time pharmacist--A 
	(20) [(19)] Dispensing pharmacist--The authorized nuclear pharmacist responsible for the final check of the dispensed prescription before delivery to the patient. (21) [(20)] Distribute--The delivering of a prescription drug or device, or a radiopharmaceutical other than by administering or dispensing. (22) [(21)] Electronic radioactive prescription drug or-der--A radioactive prescription drug order which is transmitted by an electronic device to the receiver (pharmacy). (23) [(22)] Full-time pharmacist--A 




	(36) [(34)] Ultimate user--A person who has obtained and possesses a prescription drug or radiopharmaceutical for administration to a patient by a practitioner. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503247 Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D. Executive Director Texas State Board of Pharmacy Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 F
	(36) [(34)] Ultimate user--A person who has obtained and possesses a prescription drug or radiopharmaceutical for administration to a patient by a practitioner. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503247 Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D. Executive Director Texas State Board of Pharmacy Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 F

	Written comments on the amendments may be submitted to Ea-mon D. Briggs, Deputy General Counsel, Texas State Board of Pharmacy, 1801 Congress Avenue, Suite 13.100, Austin, Texas 78701-1319, FAX (512) 305-8061. Comments must be received by 5:00 p.m., October 28, 2025. The amendments are proposed under §§551.002 and 554.051 of the Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 -569, Texas Occu-pations Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing the agency to protect the public through the effective control and regu
	(8) Common ownership--Two or more pharmacies with an identical owner of record with the board or that have owners of record with the board that are a parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of one another under §1.002, Business Organizations Code. (9) [(8)] Confidential record--Any health-related record that contains information that identifies an individual and that is maintained by a pharmacy or pharmacist, such as a patient medication record, prescription drug order, or medication drug order. (10) [(9)] Consult
	(8) Common ownership--Two or more pharmacies with an identical owner of record with the board or that have owners of record with the board that are a parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of one another under §1.002, Business Organizations Code. (9) [(8)] Confidential record--Any health-related record that contains information that identifies an individual and that is maintained by a pharmacy or pharmacist, such as a patient medication record, prescription drug order, or medication drug order. (10) [(9)] Consult
	(8) Common ownership--Two or more pharmacies with an identical owner of record with the board or that have owners of record with the board that are a parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of one another under §1.002, Business Organizations Code. (9) [(8)] Confidential record--Any health-related record that contains information that identifies an individual and that is maintained by a pharmacy or pharmacist, such as a patient medication record, prescription drug order, or medication drug order. (10) [(9)] Consult
	(8) Common ownership--Two or more pharmacies with an identical owner of record with the board or that have owners of record with the board that are a parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of one another under §1.002, Business Organizations Code. (9) [(8)] Confidential record--Any health-related record that contains information that identifies an individual and that is maintained by a pharmacy or pharmacist, such as a patient medication record, prescription drug order, or medication drug order. (10) [(9)] Consult
	(8) Common ownership--Two or more pharmacies with an identical owner of record with the board or that have owners of record with the board that are a parent, subsidiary, or affiliate of one another under §1.002, Business Organizations Code. (9) [(8)] Confidential record--Any health-related record that contains information that identifies an individual and that is maintained by a pharmacy or pharmacist, such as a patient medication record, prescription drug order, or medication drug order. (10) [(9)] Consult



	(viii) drug-disease interactions; (ix) adverse drug reactions; and (x) proper utilization, including overutilization or underutilization. (B) The drug regimen review may be conducted prior to administration of the first dose (prospective) or after administration of the first dose (retrospective). (20) [(19)] Electronic signature--A unique security code or other identifier which specifically identifies the person entering infor-mation into a data processing system. A facility which utilizes elec-tronic signa

	(31) [(30)] Medication order--A written order from a prac-titioner or a verbal order from a practitioner or his authorized agent for administration of a drug or device. (32) [(31)] Number of beds--The total number of beds is determined by the: (A) number of beds for which the hospital is licensed by the Texas Department of State Health Services; or (B) average daily census as calculated by dividing the total number of inpatients admitted during the previous calendar year by 365 (or 366 if the previous calen
	(31) [(30)] Medication order--A written order from a prac-titioner or a verbal order from a practitioner or his authorized agent for administration of a drug or device. (32) [(31)] Number of beds--The total number of beds is determined by the: (A) number of beds for which the hospital is licensed by the Texas Department of State Health Services; or (B) average daily census as calculated by dividing the total number of inpatients admitted during the previous calendar year by 365 (or 366 if the previous calen
	(31) [(30)] Medication order--A written order from a prac-titioner or a verbal order from a practitioner or his authorized agent for administration of a drug or device. (32) [(31)] Number of beds--The total number of beds is determined by the: (A) number of beds for which the hospital is licensed by the Texas Department of State Health Services; or (B) average daily census as calculated by dividing the total number of inpatients admitted during the previous calendar year by 365 (or 366 if the previous calen
	(31) [(30)] Medication order--A written order from a prac-titioner or a verbal order from a practitioner or his authorized agent for administration of a drug or device. (32) [(31)] Number of beds--The total number of beds is determined by the: (A) number of beds for which the hospital is licensed by the Texas Department of State Health Services; or (B) average daily census as calculated by dividing the total number of inpatients admitted during the previous calendar year by 365 (or 366 if the previous calen



	distribution within the facility except as specified in §291.74(f)(3)(B) of this title (relating to Operational Standards). (43) [(41)] Prescription drug--(A) A substance for which federal or state law requires a prescription before it may be legally dispensed to the public; (B) A drug or device that under federal law is required, prior to being dispensed or delivered, to be labeled with either of the following statements: (i) Caution: federal law prohibits dispensing with-out prescription or "Rx only" or a
	(iii) the pharmacist responsible for the duties per-formed by a pharmacy technician or pharmacy technician trainee veri-fies: (I) the data entry; and (II) the accuracy of the filled orders prior to re-lease of the order; and (iv) the pharmacy keeps permanent digital records of duties electronically supervised and data transmissions associated with electronically supervised duties for a period of two years. (C) If the conditions of subparagraph (B) of this para-graph are met, electronic supervision shall be 
	(iii) the pharmacist responsible for the duties per-formed by a pharmacy technician or pharmacy technician trainee veri-fies: (I) the data entry; and (II) the accuracy of the filled orders prior to re-lease of the order; and (iv) the pharmacy keeps permanent digital records of duties electronically supervised and data transmissions associated with electronically supervised duties for a period of two years. (C) If the conditions of subparagraph (B) of this para-graph are met, electronic supervision shall be 
	there will be no fiscal implications for state or local government as a result of enforcing or administering the rule. Dr. Carroll has determined that, for each year of the first five-year period the rule will be in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing the amendments will be clear and correct regulations that reflect the Board's current practices concerning the licen-sure of pharmacies. There is no anticipated adverse economic impact on large, small or micro-businesses (pharmacies
	there will be no fiscal implications for state or local government as a result of enforcing or administering the rule. Dr. Carroll has determined that, for each year of the first five-year period the rule will be in effect, the public benefit anticipated as a result of enforcing the amendments will be clear and correct regulations that reflect the Board's current practices concerning the licen-sure of pharmacies. There is no anticipated adverse economic impact on large, small or micro-businesses (pharmacies


	(4) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503249 Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D. Executive Director Texas State Board of Pharmacy Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2
	(4) Owner of record--The direct owner of the pharmacy provided on the pharmacy's application for a pharmacy license or most recent approved change of ownership form. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503249 Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D. Executive Director Texas State Board of Pharmacy Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2

	Written comments on the amendments may be submitted to Ea-mon D. Briggs, Deputy General Counsel, Texas State Board of Pharmacy, 1801 Congress Avenue, Suite 13.100, Austin, Texas 78701-1319, FAX (512) 305-8061. Comments must be received by 5:00 p.m., October 28, 2025. The amendments are proposed under §§551.002 and 554.051 of the Texas Pharmacy Act (Chapters 551 -569, Texas Occu-pations Code). The Board interprets §551.002 as authorizing the agency to protect the public through the effective control and regu
	military spouse, in accordance with House Bill 5629, establish provisional registration procedures for a military service mem-ber, military veteran, or military spouse, in accordance with Senate Bill 1818, and make grammatical corrections. Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D., Executive Director/Secretary, has de-termined that, for the first five-year period the rules are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications for state or local government as a result of enforcing or administering the rule. Dr. Carroll has det
	military spouse, in accordance with House Bill 5629, establish provisional registration procedures for a military service mem-ber, military veteran, or military spouse, in accordance with Senate Bill 1818, and make grammatical corrections. Daniel Carroll, Pharm.D., Executive Director/Secretary, has de-termined that, for the first five-year period the rules are in effect, there will be no fiscal implications for state or local government as a result of enforcing or administering the rule. Dr. Carroll has det
	(a) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this section, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. (1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, or similar military service of another state. (2) Armed forces of the United States--The army, navy, air force, space force, coast guard, or marine corps of the United States or a reserve
	(a) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this section, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. (1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, or similar military service of another state. (2) Armed forces of the United States--The army, navy, air force, space force, coast guard, or marine corps of the United States or a reserve
	(a) Definitions. The following words and terms, when used in this section, shall have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise. (1) Active duty--Current full-time military service in the armed forces of the United States or active duty military service as a member of the Texas military forces, or similar military service of another state. (2) Armed forces of the United States--The army, navy, air force, space force, coast guard, or marine corps of the United States or a reserve



	(ii) marriage certificate, if the applicant is a military spouse; applicant's spouse is on active duty status; (C) be exempt from the application fees paid to the board set forth in §297.4(a) and (b)(2) of this chapter (relating to Fees); (D) shall meet all necessary requirements in order for the board to access the criminal history records information, includ-ing submitting fingerprint information and such criminal history check does not reveal any charge or conviction for a crime that §281.64 of this titl
	(ii) marriage certificate, if the applicant is a military spouse; applicant's spouse is on active duty status; (C) be exempt from the application fees paid to the board set forth in §297.4(a) and (b)(2) of this chapter (relating to Fees); (D) shall meet all necessary requirements in order for the board to access the criminal history records information, includ-ing submitting fingerprint information and such criminal history check does not reveal any charge or conviction for a crime that §281.64 of this titl
	(ii) marriage certificate, if the applicant is a military spouse; applicant's spouse is on active duty status; (C) be exempt from the application fees paid to the board set forth in §297.4(a) and (b)(2) of this chapter (relating to Fees); (D) shall meet all necessary requirements in order for the board to access the criminal history records information, includ-ing submitting fingerprint information and such criminal history check does not reveal any charge or conviction for a crime that §281.64 of this titl


	(d) Registration [License] renewal. As specified in §55.003, Occupations Code, a military service member who holds a pharmacy technician registration is entitled to two years of additional time to com-plete any requirements related to the renewal of the military service member's registration. (1) A military service member who fails to renew their pharmacy technician registration in a timely manner because the individual was serving as a military service member shall submit to the board: (A) name, address, a
	(d) Registration [License] renewal. As specified in §55.003, Occupations Code, a military service member who holds a pharmacy technician registration is entitled to two years of additional time to com-plete any requirements related to the renewal of the military service member's registration. (1) A military service member who fails to renew their pharmacy technician registration in a timely manner because the individual was serving as a military service member shall submit to the board: (A) name, address, a
	(d) Registration [License] renewal. As specified in §55.003, Occupations Code, a military service member who holds a pharmacy technician registration is entitled to two years of additional time to com-plete any requirements related to the renewal of the military service member's registration. (1) A military service member who fails to renew their pharmacy technician registration in a timely manner because the individual was serving as a military service member shall submit to the board: (A) name, address, a


	[(D) verification from the jurisdiction in which the mil-itary service member or military spouse holds an active pharmacy tech-nician registration that the military service member or military spouse's registration is in good standing;] (2) A military service member or military spouse apply-ing for an interim registration under this subsection may not engage in pharmacy technician duties in this state until issued an interim phar-macy technician registration.[;] (3) For a military service member or military 
	[(D) verification from the jurisdiction in which the mil-itary service member or military spouse holds an active pharmacy tech-nician registration that the military service member or military spouse's registration is in good standing;] (2) A military service member or military spouse apply-ing for an interim registration under this subsection may not engage in pharmacy technician duties in this state until issued an interim phar-macy technician registration.[;] (3) For a military service member or military 
	[(D) verification from the jurisdiction in which the mil-itary service member or military spouse holds an active pharmacy tech-nician registration that the military service member or military spouse's registration is in good standing;] (2) A military service member or military spouse apply-ing for an interim registration under this subsection may not engage in pharmacy technician duties in this state until issued an interim phar-macy technician registration.[;] (3) For a military service member or military 

	SUBCHAPTER II. WARNING LABEL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD 25 TAC §§229.1001 -229.1005 The executive commissioner of the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), on behalf of the Department of State Health Services (DSHS), proposes new Subchapter II, §§229.1001 -229.1005, concerning Warning Label Require-ments for Food. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE The proposal is necessary to comply with Senate Bill (S.B.) 25, 89th Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which amends Health and Safety Code (HSC) Chapter 431, Subch
	SUBCHAPTER II. WARNING LABEL REQUIREMENTS FOR FOOD 25 TAC §§229.1001 -229.1005 The executive commissioner of the Texas Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC), on behalf of the Department of State Health Services (DSHS), proposes new Subchapter II, §§229.1001 -229.1005, concerning Warning Label Require-ments for Food. BACKGROUND AND PURPOSE The proposal is necessary to comply with Senate Bill (S.B.) 25, 89th Legislature, Regular Session, 2025, which amends Health and Safety Code (HSC) Chapter 431, Subch


	Proposed new §229.1005 establishes criminal, civil, administra-tive penalties, and other enforcement actions, for violations to rules in subchapter II. FISCAL NOTE Christy Havel Burton, Chief Financial Officer, has determined for each year of the first five years that the rules will be in effect, there will be an estimated additional cost to state government as a result of enforcing and administering the rules as proposed. Enforcing or administering the rules does not have foreseeable implications relating 
	Timothy Stevenson, DVM, Ph.D., Deputy Commissioner, Con-sumer Protection Division, has determined that for each year of the first five years the rules are in effect, the public benefit will include increased awareness of food consumption by requiring a warning label on food containing specific ingredients. This will assist consumers in making informed decisions on food products to purchase or consume. Christy Havel Burton has also determined that for the first five years the rules are in effect, persons who
	Timothy Stevenson, DVM, Ph.D., Deputy Commissioner, Con-sumer Protection Division, has determined that for each year of the first five years the rules are in effect, the public benefit will include increased awareness of food consumption by requiring a warning label on food containing specific ingredients. This will assist consumers in making informed decisions on food products to purchase or consume. Christy Havel Burton has also determined that for the first five years the rules are in effect, persons who
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	(3) food product labels developed or copyrighted on or af-ter January 1, 2027. For purposes of this subchapter, any change to a food product label on or after January 1, 2027, must follow the rules in §229.1004 of this subchapter (relating to Warning Label Require-ments) unless exempt. (c) The department adopts by reference: (1) 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 70, Color Additives, Subpart B, Packaging and Labeling, as amended; (2) 21 CFR Part 73, Listing of Color Additives Exempt From Certificatio
	(3) food product labels developed or copyrighted on or af-ter January 1, 2027. For purposes of this subchapter, any change to a food product label on or after January 1, 2027, must follow the rules in §229.1004 of this subchapter (relating to Warning Label Require-ments) unless exempt. (c) The department adopts by reference: (1) 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 70, Color Additives, Subpart B, Packaging and Labeling, as amended; (2) 21 CFR Part 73, Listing of Color Additives Exempt From Certificatio
	(3) food product labels developed or copyrighted on or af-ter January 1, 2027. For purposes of this subchapter, any change to a food product label on or after January 1, 2027, must follow the rules in §229.1004 of this subchapter (relating to Warning Label Require-ments) unless exempt. (c) The department adopts by reference: (1) 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 70, Color Additives, Subpart B, Packaging and Labeling, as amended; (2) 21 CFR Part 73, Listing of Color Additives Exempt From Certificatio
	(3) food product labels developed or copyrighted on or af-ter January 1, 2027. For purposes of this subchapter, any change to a food product label on or after January 1, 2027, must follow the rules in §229.1004 of this subchapter (relating to Warning Label Require-ments) unless exempt. (c) The department adopts by reference: (1) 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 70, Color Additives, Subpart B, Packaging and Labeling, as amended; (2) 21 CFR Part 73, Listing of Color Additives Exempt From Certificatio
	(3) food product labels developed or copyrighted on or af-ter January 1, 2027. For purposes of this subchapter, any change to a food product label on or after January 1, 2027, must follow the rules in §229.1004 of this subchapter (relating to Warning Label Require-ments) unless exempt. (c) The department adopts by reference: (1) 21 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 70, Color Additives, Subpart B, Packaging and Labeling, as amended; (2) 21 CFR Part 73, Listing of Color Additives Exempt From Certificatio
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	gating, or removing foreign objects or other parts of the plant, such as leaves, stems, and husks. This definition excludes transforming a har-vested raw agricultural commodity into processed food by actions such as cutting, cooking, heating, chopping, irradiating, or pasteurizing. (f) Restaurant--A place where food is made and sold directly to people for immediate eating, examples include: (1) cafeterias; (2) lunchrooms; (3) cafes; (4) bistros; (5) fast food places; (6) food stands; (7) saloons; (8) tavern
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	(1) an ingredient used in a product that is not meant for humans to consume; (2) food labeled, prepared, served, or sold in a restaurant; (3) food labeled, prepared, or served in a retail food estab-lishment; (4) a product regulated by the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA), Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS); (5) a product labeled with a governmental warning with a recommendation from the surgeon general of the United States Public Health Service (USPHS); (6) a drug or dietary supplement
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	(19) green 3 (CAS 2353-45-9); (20) interesterified palm oil; (21) interesterified soybean oil; (22) lactylated fatty acid esters of glycerol and propylene glycol; (23) lye; (24) morpholine; (25) olestra; (26) partially hydrogenated oil (PHO); (27) potassium aluminum sulfate; (28) potassium bromate; (29) potassium iodate; (30) propylene oxide; (31) propylparaben; (32) red 3 (CAS 16423-68-0); (33) red 4 (CAS 4548-53-2); (34) red 40 (CAS 25956-17-6); (35) sodium aluminum sulfate; (36) sodium lauryl sulfate; (3
	(2) posting pictures of the entire food product label, includ-ing the warning label on the website; or (3) providing the information in other ways with the con-sumer. §229.1005. Enforcement. (a) Criminal penalties stated in Texas Health and Safety Code (HSC) §431.059 can be imposed for violations of this subchapter. (b) Civil penalties stated in HSC §431.0585 can be imposed for violations of this subchapter. (c) Administrative penalties as described in HSC §431.054, §431.055, §431.056, §431.057, and §431.05
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	The purpose of the amended, and repealed rules is to reflect the current scope and authority of the APS program as a result of House Bill (H.B.) 4696, 88th Legislature, regular session, and the resulting transfer of Home and Community Support Service Agency (HCSSA) investigations, regardless of payment source (Medicaid, Medicare of private pay) to the Health and Human Services Commission (HHSC). This includes perpetrators eligi-ble for the Employee Misconduct Registry (EMR). All references to the EMR and HH
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	The proposed amendments to §705.1303 delete subsections (b), (c), and (d) as these related to the Employee Misconduct Registry which has been transferred to the Health and Human Services Commission pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Legislature, regular session; corresponding formatting changes are also made. The proposed repeal of Subchapter O, Employee Misconduct Registry, is due to the transfer of the Employee Misconduct Reg-istry which was transferred to the Health and Human Services Commission pursuant to H.B
	Protective Services program pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Leg-islature, regular session. The proposed repeal of §705.1525 is necessary as the Em-ployee Misconduct Registry is no longer a part of the Adult Protective Services program pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Leg-islature, regular session. The proposed repeal of §705.1527 is necessary as the Em-ployee Misconduct Registry is no longer a part of the Adult Protective Services program pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Leg-islature, regular session. The proposed repeal
	Protective Services program pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Leg-islature, regular session. The proposed repeal of §705.1525 is necessary as the Em-ployee Misconduct Registry is no longer a part of the Adult Protective Services program pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Leg-islature, regular session. The proposed repeal of §705.1527 is necessary as the Em-ployee Misconduct Registry is no longer a part of the Adult Protective Services program pursuant to H.B. 4696, 88th Leg-islature, regular session. The proposed repeal
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	communities as the rule does not apply to small or micro-busi-nesses, or rural communities. ECONOMIC COSTS TO PERSONS AND IMPACT ON LOCAL EMPLOYMENT There are no anticipated economic costs to persons who are required to comply with the section(s) as proposed. COSTS TO REGULATED PERSONS Texas Government Code, §2001.0045 does not apply to this rule because the rule that is adopted by the Department of Family Protective Services. PUBLIC BENEFIT Ms. Biggar has also determined that for each year of the first fiv
	communities as the rule does not apply to small or micro-busi-nesses, or rural communities. ECONOMIC COSTS TO PERSONS AND IMPACT ON LOCAL EMPLOYMENT There are no anticipated economic costs to persons who are required to comply with the section(s) as proposed. COSTS TO REGULATED PERSONS Texas Government Code, §2001.0045 does not apply to this rule because the rule that is adopted by the Department of Family Protective Services. PUBLIC BENEFIT Ms. Biggar has also determined that for each year of the first fiv
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	The following words and terms, when used in this chapter, have the following meanings, unless the context clearly indicates otherwise: (1) Administrative law judge--An attorney who serves as a hearings examiner in a due process hearing, including a release hearing [or Employee Misconduct Registry (EMR) hearing]. (2) Adult--A person aged 18 or older, or an emancipated minor. (3) Adult with a disability--A person aged 18 or older, or an emancipated minor, with a physical, mental, or developmental disabil-ity 

	[(14) Designated victim--An alleged victim with a valid abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation finding.] [(15) Designated victim/perpetrator--An alleged vic-tim/perpetrator with a validated self-neglect finding.] (12) [(16)] DFPS--Department of Family and Protective Services. (13) [(17)] Emancipated minor--A person under 18 years of age who has the power and capacity of an adult. This includes a minor who has had the disabilities of minority removed by a court of law or a minor who, with or without paren
	[(14) Designated victim--An alleged victim with a valid abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation finding.] [(15) Designated victim/perpetrator--An alleged vic-tim/perpetrator with a validated self-neglect finding.] (12) [(16)] DFPS--Department of Family and Protective Services. (13) [(17)] Emancipated minor--A person under 18 years of age who has the power and capacity of an adult. This includes a minor who has had the disabilities of minority removed by a court of law or a minor who, with or without paren

	neglect, or financial exploitation. These services may include social casework, case management, and arranging for psychiatric and health evaluation, home care, day care, social services, health care, respite services, and other services consistent with Texas Human Resources Code, §48.002. The term does not include the investigation of an allegation of abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation. (20) [(30)] Purchased client services (PCS)--A type of pro-tective services provided in accordance with Texas Huma
	In this chapter, when an alleged perpetrator is a caretaker, family mem-ber, or other person who has an ongoing relationship with the client [alleged victim], financial exploitation is defined as the illegal or im-proper act or process of the alleged perpetrator using, or attempting to use, the resources of the client [alleged victim], including the client’s [alleged victim's] Social Security number or other identifying infor-mation, for monetary or personal benefit, profit, or gain without the informed con
	In this chapter, when an alleged perpetrator is a caretaker, family mem-ber, or other person who has an ongoing relationship with the client [alleged victim], financial exploitation is defined as the illegal or im-proper act or process of the alleged perpetrator using, or attempting to use, the resources of the client [alleged victim], including the client’s [alleged victim's] Social Security number or other identifying infor-mation, for monetary or personal benefit, profit, or gain without the informed con
	TRD-202503238 Sanjuanita Maltos Rules Coordinator Department of Family and Protective Services Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For further information, please call: (512) 945-5978 ♦ ♦ ♦ SUBCHAPTER E. ALLEGATION PRIORITIES 40 TAC §705.501 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The amended rules implement H.B. 4696 from the 88th Legisla-ture, regular session. The modification is proposed under Human Resources Code (HRC) §40.027, which provides that the Department of Family and Protective Services commission

	40 TAC §§705.701, 705.703, 705.705 STATUTORY AUTHORITY The proposed repealed rules implement H.B. 4696 from the 88th Legislature, regular session. The modification is proposed under Human Resources Code (HRC) §40.027, which provides that the Department of Family and Protective Services commissioner shall oversee the devel-opment of rules relating to the matters within the department's jurisdiction and notwithstanding any other law, shall adopt rules for the operation and provision of services by the departm
	by APS to be in need of protective services in accordance with Hu-man Resources Code §48.002(a)(5) and §48.205. APS must develop a service plan for the client indicating that PCS are necessary to remedy abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation. (c) Other state and local resources must be used before pur-chased client services are expended in accordance with Human Re-sources Code §48.205. (d) DFPS service plans that include the use of PCS are subject to the availability of service providers, availability of
	by APS to be in need of protective services in accordance with Hu-man Resources Code §48.002(a)(5) and §48.205. APS must develop a service plan for the client indicating that PCS are necessary to remedy abuse, neglect, or financial exploitation. (c) Other state and local resources must be used before pur-chased client services are expended in accordance with Human Re-sources Code §48.205. (d) DFPS service plans that include the use of PCS are subject to the availability of service providers, availability of

	§71.004, DFPS may apply for a protective order to protect the victim. Before DFPS files the protective order, APS staff contacts the victim and a non-abusive adult member of the household, if available: (1) to notify them of DFPS's intent to file a protective order; and (2) to request assistance in developing a safety plan for the protection of the victim and any non-abusive household members. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's leg
	§71.004, DFPS may apply for a protective order to protect the victim. Before DFPS files the protective order, APS staff contacts the victim and a non-abusive adult member of the household, if available: (1) to notify them of DFPS's intent to file a protective order; and (2) to request assistance in developing a safety plan for the protection of the victim and any non-abusive household members. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's leg

	(2) financial condition; (3) physical, medical, and mental health conditions; (4) social interaction and support; and (5) need for legal intervention. The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503243 Sanjuanita Maltos Rules Coordinator Department of Family and Protective Services Earliest possible date of adoption: October 26, 2025 For 
	[(d) DFPS may elect to offer due process for an emergency release in an EMR hearing, as described in Subchapter O of this chapter (relating to Employee Misconduct Registry).] The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503244 Sanjuanita Maltos Rules Coordinator Department of Family and Protective Services Earliest possible date of adoptio
	[(d) DFPS may elect to offer due process for an emergency release in an EMR hearing, as described in Subchapter O of this chapter (relating to Employee Misconduct Registry).] The agency certifies that legal counsel has reviewed the pro-posal and found it to be within the state agency's legal authority to adopt. Filed with the Office of the Secretary of State on September 12, 2025. TRD-202503244 Sanjuanita Maltos Rules Coordinator Department of Family and Protective Services Earliest possible date of adoptio

	§705.1511. How is the Notice of Finding provided to an employee, and who is responsible for ensuring that DFPS has a valid mailing address for an employee? §705.1513. How does an employee dispute a finding of reportable conduct and what happens if the Request for EMR Hearing is not filed or not filed properly? §705.1515. What is the deadline for filing the Request for EMR Hear-ing? §705.1517. Is the finding of reportable conduct ever reversed without conducting a hearing? §705.1519. When and where will the 









