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Enrol |l ed, An Act,

To enact the "Farm Animal, Crop, and Research
Facilities Protection Act"; to prohibit unauthorized
possession, alteration, or destruction of scientific research,
education, agricultural production of or involving ani mals and
crops; to provide for penalties, restitution, and tenporary
restraining orders and injunctions for violations; and to
specifically repeal Sections 13A-11-151 to 13A-11-154,

I ncl usi ve, Code of Al abama 1975; and in connection therewith
woul d have as its purpose or effect the requirenent of a new
or increased expenditure of |local funds within the meaning of
Anmendment 621 of the Constitution of Al abama of 1901.

BE I T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF ALABAMNA:

Section 1. This act may be known and cited as the
"Farm Ani mal , Crop, and Research Facilities Protection Act."

Section 2. As used in this act, the followi ng terns
shall have the foll ow ng neanings:

(1) ANIMAL. Every living creature, donestic or wld,
with the exception of man and aninmals used for illegal gam ng
pur poses.

(2) ANIMAL OR CROP FACILITY. Any facility engaging
in scientific research, education, or agricultural production

of or involving the use of animals or crops including any

Page 1



© 00 N O o b~ W DN P

N NN NN R R R R R R R R R
A W N P O © 0 N O O M W N B O

SB271

organi zation with the primary purpose of representing

|l i vestock or crop production or processing; any organization
wWth a primary purpose of pronoting or marketing |ivestock or
crops; any organization with a primary purpose of pronoting or
marketing |ivestock or crop products or materials; any person
licensed to practice veterinary nedicine; any person |icensed
to apply chem cal applications not l[imted to pesticides,

I nsecticides, rodenticides, or herbicides; any organi zati on
with a primary purpose of representing any of the above; the
owner, operator, and enpl oyees of any animal or crop facility;
and any vehicle, building, greenhouse, structure, |aboratory,
pasture, field, paddock, pond, inpoundnent, or prem ses where
animal s or crops are |ocated.

(3) COW SSI ONER. The Conmi ssioner of Agriculture
and Industries for the State of Al abanma.

(4) CROPS. Any shrub, vine, tree, seedling, shoot,
slip, or other plant undergoi ng experinentation or otherw se
capabl e of producing food, fiber, Iawful or |egal nedicines,
nursery stock, floral products, or aesthetic beauty.

(5) PERSON. A hunman being, and where appropriate, a
public or private corporation, an unincorporated corporation,
a partnership, a governnent or a governnmental instrunentality,
or a private organi zation, association, coalition, federation,

and its officers or spokespersons.
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Section 3. It shall be unlawful for any person to do
any of the follow ng:

(1) Intentionally rel ease, steal, destroy, denolish
obliterate, or otherw se cause |oss of any animal or crop from
an animal or crop facility without the consent of the owner.

(2) Damage, vandalize, or steal any property on or
froman animal or crop facility.

(3) Obtain access to an animal or crop facility by
fal se pretenses for the purpose of perform ng acts not
aut horized by that facility.

(4) Break and enter into any aninmal or crop facility
wWth the intent to destroy, alter, duplicate, or obtain
unaut hori zed possession of records, data, materials,
equi pnent, animals, or crops.

(5) Knowi ngly obtain control by theft or deception
that is unauthorized, or to exert control that is unauthorized
over any records, data, materials, equipnent, animals, or
crops of any animal or crop facility for the purpose of
depriving the rightful owner or facility of records,
materials, data, equipnent, animals, or crops.

(6) Possess or use records, materials, data,
equi pnent, crops, or animals in any way to copy or reproduce
records or data of an animal or crop facility know ng or
reasonably believing that the records, materials, data,

equi pnent, crops, or animals have been obtained by theft or
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deception, or w thout authorization of the rightful owners or
adm nistrators of the animal or crop facility.

(7) Enter or remain on an aninmal or crop facility
wth the intent to commt an act prohibited under this
section.

Section 4. Any person who violates Section 3 of this
act shall be guilty of a Class Cfelony if the loss is two
hundred fifty dollars ($250) or nore. Any person who viol ates
Section 3 of this act shall be guilty of a Cass A m sdeneanor
if the loss is less than two hundred fifty dollars ($250).

Section 5. Any person convicted of a violation of
this act shall also be required by the court to neke
restitution of two times the value of the aninmal or crop
damaged, destroyed, or lost to the owner or operator of the
animal or crop facility for any reasonable costs of replacing
materials, data, equipnent, aninmals, crops, and records that
may have been danaged, destroyed, |ost, or cannot be returned,
and reasonabl e cost of repeating any experinentation that nay
have been interrupted or invalidated as a result of any
violation of this act.

Section 6. Notw thstanding any renedy avail abl e at
| aw, any owner or operator of an animal or crop facility nmay
apply to the circuit court of the county where the animal or

crop facility is located for a tenporary restrai ning order and
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an injunction to restrain any person, organi zation, or
association fromcomtting any violation of this act.

Section 7. For purposes of enforcing the provisions
of this act, the conm ssioner may do all of the foll ow ng:

(1) Investigate any offense under this act.

(2) Seek the assistance of any | aw enforcenent
agency of the United States, the state, or any | ocal
governnent in the conduct of any investigations.

(3) Coordinate any investigation, to the maxi mum
extent practicable, with the investigations of any |aw
enforcenent agency of the United States, the state, or any
| ocal governnent.

Section 8. Although this bill would have as its
pur pose or effect the requirenent of a new or increased
expendi ture of local funds, the bill is excluded from further
requi renments and application under Anendnent 621 because the
bill defines a new crine or anmends the definition of an
exi sting crime.

Section 9. The provisions of this act are severable.
If any part of this act is declared invalid or
unconstitutional, that declaration shall not affect the part
whi ch remains.

Section 10. This act shall not be construed to
repeal any other crimnal except as expressly provided in this

act. Wenever conduct prescribed by any provision of this act
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is also prescribed by any other provision of |aw, the

provi sion which carries the nore serious penalty shall apply.
Section 11. Sections 13A-11-151 to 13A-11-154,

I ncl usive, Code of Al abama 1975, are specifically repeal ed.
Section 12. This act shall becone effective on the

first day of the third nonth following its passage and

approval by the Governor, or its otherw se becom ng | aw.
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Secretary
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Amended and passed 11- APR-2002

Senate concurred i n House anendnent 16- APR-2002
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