
 
Understanding the Basics of  
USDA Commodity Programs 

Resources  
 

 
1 

USDA Resources: 
Title I: Crop Commodity Program Payment Provisions, USDA Economic Research Service 
https://www.ers.usda.gov/topics/farm-economy/farm-commodity-policy/title-i-crop-commodity-program-
provisions/#:~:text=Three%20Major%20Commodity%20Programs%3A,the%20Agricultural%20Act%20of%202014 
 
Agricultural Risk Coverage / Price Loss Coverage Programs, USDA Farm Service Agency 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/arcplc_program/index  
 
Direct and Counter-Cyclical Program/ACRE (2008–2013), USDA Farm Service Agency 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/dccp-acre/  
 
Marketing Assistance Loans:  

Commodity Loans, USDA Farm Service Agency 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/commodity-loans/index  
 
Non-Recourse Marketing Assistance Loan Programs, USDA Farm Service Agency  
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/price-support/commodity-loans/non-recourse-loans/index  
 
Fact Sheet: Marketing Assistance Loans and Loan Deficiency Payments, USDA Farm Service 
Agency 
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/FactSheets/mal_ldp_090420_fact_sheet.pdf  

 
 
Resource Compilation:  
Farm Commodity Programs, The National Agricultural Law Center 
https://nationalaglawcenter.org/research-by-topic/commodity-programs/  
 
 
Academic Articles: 
Coppess, J. "Farm Bill 2023: Reviewing Pieces of the Base Acres Puzzle." farmdoc daily (13):134, 
Department of Agricultural and Consumer Economics, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
July 20, 2023. 
 
Rosch, S., Farm Commodity Provisions in the 2018 Farm Bill, Congressional Research Service, May 
21, 2019. 
 
Zulauf, C., G. Schnitkey, K. Swanson, N. Paulson and J. Coppess. "How Related are Crop Insurance 
and Commodity Program Payments?" farmdoc daily (12):46, Department of Agricultural and 
Consumer Economics, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, April 6, 2022. 
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