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Agricultural Law Weekly Review

Agricultural Law Weekly Review—week ending December 18, 2020
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 Where does this USDA program come from?

* In 1988, Congress authorized USDA to develop Certified State
Farm Mediation Programs

* Mediation programs assist agricultural producers, their creditors
and various USDA agencies in addressing loan problems, USDA
adverse decisions, and other disputes.
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History of the PA Ag Mediation Program
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Pa Agricultural Mediation Program

USDA-related issues:

e Agricultural Loans

* Wetlands determinations

* Compliance with farm programs, including conservation programs
* National organic program

e Agricultural Credit

* Rural water loan programs

* Grazing on National Forest System land

Pesticides
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Pa Agricultural Mediation Program

Non-USDA issues:

* Lease issues; including land leases and
equipment leases.

* Family farm transition.
* Farmer-neighbor disputes
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What does this process look like?

1. Producer contacts the PAMP Program Coordinator
to initiate the process

2. Parties agree to participate

3. Mediator and program coordinator gather facts for a
mediation meeting

4. Mediator evaluates the mediation information &
holds mediation session

5. Mediation agreement is executed
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*Why should | consider mediation?
*Preserves relationships
*Prevent future disputes
e Save money (Avoid lawsuits)
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e How much does mediation cost?
e Currently free

* Who conducts mediation?
* Impartial 3" party mediator

* Where are mediations held?
e Currently via Zoom (normally in-person)

* If an agreement is not reached, the requestor may still seek
legal action
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Contact us:
Jackie Schweichler, Program Coordinator
329 Innovation Blvd.
University Park, PA 16802
(814) 746-4619
AgMediation@PennStateLaw.psu.edu

Website: www.PAAgMediation.com
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Thank you!

Jackie Schweichler

Staff Attorney

Center for Agricultural and Shale Law
Penn State Law

329 Innovation Boulevard, Suite 118
University Park, PA 16802

(814) 746-4619

jks251@psu.edu




	Slide Number 1
	Pennsylvania Agricultural Mediation Program
	Our Website
	Center for Agricultural and Shale Law
	Pennsylvania Agricultural �Mediation Program
	History of the PA Ag Mediation Program
	Pa Agricultural Mediation Program
	Pa Agricultural Mediation Program
	Pennsylvania Agricultural �Mediation Program
	Pennsylvania Agricultural �Mediation Program
	Pennsylvania Agricultural �Mediation Program
	Pennsylvania Agricultural �Mediation Program
	Thank you!

